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Practice your dissertation’s oral exam (the Viva Exam)

Teacher: Juan Camacho
Duration: 15 hours
Sessions: 2023 January 10, 13, 17, 20, 24, 27, 31 | 3:30-5:30 pm (last session: 3:30-6:30 pm)
Classrooms:
Getafe campus
- January 10, 13, 17, 20, 24, 27: 18.0.A04, Carmen Martin Gaite Building
- January 31:17.2.75, Ortega y Gasset Building
English level required: B2/C1 (validation from teacher required)
2 cross-curricular credits

A minimum attendance to 6 sessions is required to obtain the credits.

Course description

This is a fundamentally practical course, which will allow students to rehearse the oral part of
their dissertation defense, known as the ‘Viva Exam’ in English.

The aim of the course is to strengthen, practice and consolidate the elements that are
essential for the students’ oral skills, in order to perform a defense of their dissertation in front
of a tribunal.

The student will present different parts oh his/her dissertation in class for the purpose of
identifying, correcting and avoiding possible problems in the oral delivery: sentence
construction, appropriate use of vocabulary, connectors, correct pronunciation and intonation,
body language, etc. To that effect, we will analyze and discuss examples of dissertation
defenses.

Various other aspects regarding dissertation defense procedures will also be examined from
several universities: rules and regulations, rubrics and criteria, samples of actual dissertation
defenses, as well as experiences, testimony and advice from graduates who have gone through
the ‘Viva’ process

We will also examine a wide array of possible questions posed by the examiners, and we will
practice options for answers from a linguistic and grammatical point of view.
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Content

1. Introduction. What is the ‘Viva exam’. Examples of different models of the ‘Viva'.

2. How to prepare for the oral exam. The process up to the defense and its evolution: the
candidate’s frame of mind, doubts, questions and other obstacles. What do the examiners
expect? Examples of rubrics. General questions (what is your next step, what have you
learned, how have you grown?) Tips and suggestions.

3. Management of time. Scheduling. Pacing the process.
4. The day of the defense: how to act, dealing with questions, what not to do.
5. Anticipating and preparing for questions. What can they ask me?

6. Practicing for the oral delivery. Mastering the language: vocabulary, sentence building
strategies, use of connectors. Diction: pronunciation, intonation, accents, pacing and pausing,
chunking. Body language. Dealing with psychological and emotional aspects.

7. Practicing debating skills: pros and cons, strengths and weaknesses, advantages and
disadvantages, supporting your points.

Due to time constraints it will not be possible to engage in great depth in writing or specific academic terminology of
the different academic fields and degrees.

Methodology

Having read and studied the course material, students will practice their dissertation delivery
through presentations to the class. Group interaction and pair work will be used for the
creation of questions, debates and simulation of different oral defense situations.

Out of class work will be necessary in order to assimilate and practice the material presented
in class. (Estimated self-study time: 60 minutes per session).

Evaluation

The final grade will be based on 50% continuous assessment and 50% practical tasks.
75% attendance will be necessary to obtain an ‘Apto’ grade.
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