The Future Internet (FI) is expected to be “a holistic communication and information exchange ecosystem, which will interface, interconnect, integrate and expand today’s Internet, public and private intranets and networks of any type and scale, in order to provide efficiently, transparently, interoperably, flexibly, timely and securely services (including essential and critical services) to humans and systems, while still allowing for tussles among the various stakeholders without restricting considerably their choices”.

The Future Internet Public-Private Partnership (FI-PPP) Programme brings public and private actors together to “advance Europe's competitiveness in Future Internet technologies and systems and to support the emergence of Future Internet-enhanced applications of public and social relevance”.

The Programme’s approach:

1) Industry-led – the PPP is a short-term (i.e. 5 year) initiative helping competitiveness and growth of industries in the internet value chain (networks, services, applications);

2) European-focussed – helping to grow the vibrant European Internet industry – into a European industrial stronghold; and,

3) User-driven – as services and applications become ever more agile and changing, users play a key role in driving application led initiative.
In the 1st phase of the Programme (2011-2012) a toolbox of generic services will be developed in preparation of large scale trails in different usage areas in the 2nd phase (2013-2014) – a map of the envisaged pilot sites is available here. The 3rd phase of the Programme (2014-2015) will focus on creating digital ecosystems.
The FI-WARE project, the cornerstone of the FI-PPP Programme, aims to deliver an innovative core platform (CP) enabling the cost-effective creation and delivery of FI application and services. The FI-WARE CP wants to provide an open architecture and a reference implementation built upon generic and reusable functionalities (i.e. Generic Enablers) enabling FI applications and services in multiple usage areas.
The FI-WARE project defines these Generic Enabler (GE) as ‘functional building blocks’ of the CP, which are “made up of a set of components which together supports a concrete set of Functions and provides a concrete set of APIs and interoperable interfaces that are in compliance with open specifications published for that GE”. 

The FI-WARE project ensures a wide and open participation to the Programme through Open Calls for Proposals (OCFP) for new partners that can contribute to implement existing and/or additional Generic Enablers. The FI-WARE project has reserved about 30%, or €12.3 mln., of its total budget to organise such OCFP, and the project would like to grant a substantial part of that budget to SMEs – provided that there are a sufficient number of qualitative applications.
More information about FI-WARE’s general vision and the CP’s reference architecture can be found here. More information on the implementation of Generic Enablers can be found here, and the agile development process is explained here.
On the 31st of January, 2012 the FI-WARE project launches its 1st OCFP with a budget of up to €2 mln – deadline 25th of April, 2012 (5 pm CET). The selected parties will participate in the FI-WARE project from mid-July, 2012 until April, 2014. The FI-WARE project will be responsible for the evaluation and final selection of the participants, in accordance with the rules of the European Commission (EC) and approval of the responsible project officer. Interested parties should be legal entities established in an EU Member State or in one of the EU Framework Programme (FP) 7 associated countries, and should be aware that the maximum reimbursement rates under EU FP7 are applicable. Details of the OCFP will be available here and more information can be requested via e-mail here.

The 2nd OCFP is scheduled to be published in April, 2012, and up to €8 mln. would be devoted to this call. The remaining budget will be reserved for the 3rd OCFP to be launched in January, 2013 (tentative).
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